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Don’t assume the only way a Loyola alum could give back to an athletic program is with 
their checkbook. 
 
In 2012, Morgan Reardon, now a freshman outside hitter on the Women’s Volleyball 
team, had already cemented her name as a top high school recruit at Joliet Catholic 
Academy. But it was a phone call to Head Coach Chris Muscat from a former Rambler 
that kick started the recruiting process. 
 
“We have an alum that was working in the club that she was playing in,” Coach Muscast 
said. “She gave me a call and told me this was someone that we needed to get out and 
see. From the first time I saw her practice, I knew it was someone we needed to go after 
aggressively.” 
 
Luckily for the Ramblers, the feeling was mutual. 
 
“I wanted to stay close to home, and Loyola gave me my first offer,” Reardon said. 
“Once I came here, I was like ‘okay, I don’t really want to visit anywhere else.’” 
 
The instant bond was a good omen. Reardon leads the team with 185 kills, 99 kills ahead 
of sophomore Maureen Carls, and has accounted for nearly a quarter of the team’s total 
points. 
 
Reardon set the bar high by smashing 18 kills in her first college match. She has pushed 
that bar higher by leading the team in kills in 10 of their first 15 matches.  
 
She set a new career-high with 19 kills in back to back matches this past weekend, 
making her the easy choice for last week’s MVC Freshman of the Week Honors. But 
Reardon didn’t expect to have such a large impact on the team so soon. 
 
“I was just excited to be on the floor,” Reardon said of her college debut. “I just wanted 
to get one kill, that was the goal. I definitely wasn’t expecting this.”  
 
If her high school career was any indication, we all should’ve expected this. 
 
In her three varsity seasons as a Joliet Catholic Hilltopper, she posted over 1000 kills 
along with 281 digs and 46 aces. As a senior, her 413 kills paved the way for Joliet’s 12th 
straight regional title and multiple All-State and All-American nominations. 
 
That extensive résumé could inflate anyone’s ego, especially in high school. But Reardon 
never rested on her laurels. 
 



“A lot had to do with my parents,” Reardon said. “I got a few awards but they would 
always say ‘you could do better’. Of course, behind closed doors, they would always say 
‘we’re so proud of you’, but I was never one to gloat about that stuff.” 
 
Despite being humble, Reardon knew she was the star of her team. That’s why the 
transition to the college level was a bit of a culture shock. 
 
“You’re so used to being at the top and always one of the best players on the team,” 
Reardon said. “In college, everyone is the best player on their team. It’s more fun because 
everyone is really competitive.” 
 
With the level of competition in the Missouri Valley Conference being just as fast and 
intense as she excepted, she’s been looking to teammates like junior Libby Bresser for 
examples of how to improve. 
 
“I’m so jealous of her blocking,” Reardon said. “That’s one thing I’m always trying to 
learn from her.” 
 
Her willingness to work on problem areas is the trait Coach Muscat is most excited about. 
 
“After she can execute something 50 times, then we move on to the next skill set that she 
needs to improve on,” Coach Muscat said. “She absorbs it very quickly and applies it on 
the floor, and she’s got the athleticism to do that really well.”    
 
Coach Muscat believes she can bring up her other skills to match her offensive talent and 
become a great all around player.  
 
But even though she’s been able to carry over her high school success into the NCAA, 
you still won’t hear her gloating. 
 
“Everyone around me,” Reardon said when asked what to credit for her success. “I 
wouldn’t be able to have the success I’ve had without people passing the ball, Brittany 
[Brown] setting the ball. I wouldn’t say it’s my success, it’s everybody’s.” 
 
Reardon’s personal success has been far more consistent than the team’s. She said the 
team has to work on the things within their own control like errors, energy level and 
focus. 
 
This past weekend provided more inconsistency. While a three-set sweep of the 
Evansville Purple Aces gave the Ramblers their second straight victory in conference 
play, they followed that up with a loss in four sets to the Southern Illinois Salukis. 
 
On Saturday, Reardon’s 19 kills were complimented by an air-tight team defensive effort. 
But the 35 hitting errors on Sunday were too much to overcome as the Ramblers fell to 7-
8 on the season. 
 



Loyola will be looking to start a new winning streak in conference play as they welcome 
MVC foes Illinois State and Indiana State to Gentile Arena on October 4th and 5th. 


