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There are 18,000 miles that stand between Chicago and the small town of Wymondham, 
England, where junior track and field standout James McLachlan calls home. Even 
though he’s almost half a world away, McLachlan has had just as much success here in 
the states as he enjoyed back home. 
 
McLachlan’s high school career was filled with individual and team accomplishments, 
most of which came in his senior year in 2010. He placed first in the U19 Long Jump 
Competition, won a Scottish Senior Silver Medal award for his club team 
accomplishments, and led his club and school teams to club and conference 
championship berths, respectively. 
 
But the 20-year-old biology major said earning an English School Championship victory 
was his crowning achievement in high school. 
 
“Like [Americans’] state championships, we have an area meet, a regional meet, and a 
national meet,” said McLachlan. “The national meet is … all of the top kids currently in 
English school. I won that my senior year in Birmingham; that was my favorite high 
school accomplishment.” 
 
McLachlan dominated on the European circuit. He explained that track and field is a 
mainstream sport in England, and that there is an ability to make a living in his sport back 
home. But, he said he knew he needed to come over to the United States. He was well 
aware that the standard of competition in the NCAA is much higher than the college 
ranks in England. McLachlan has become part of a growing number of European athletes 
who are making the long journey to America to truly test their skills. 
 
So of all the schools he could’ve chosen, why did he choose Loyola? 
 
“My dad had a friend in Chicago. He was the contact over here and he did a lot of 
digging for [information] for some schools,” he explained. “I visited DePaul and 
[Loyola], and I liked this place a lot better. I knew that Norville was coming and that 
there would be some big changes.” 
 
The Athletic Department couldn’t be more thankful that McLachlan chose Loyola. Since 
arriving in 2010, McLachlan has been recognized as one of the top jumpers and a 
formidable sprinter in the Horizon League. He was named Horizon League Men’s Field 
Newcomer of the Year in his freshman campaign ,during which he set school records in 
the triple jump and long jump. He qualified for the NCAA West Regionals during the 
outdoor track season as well as the Horizon League Indoor Championship during the 



Indoor season. 
 
In 2011-12, McLachlan continued to rewrite Loyola’s record books. The United States 
Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches Association named him a Second Team All-
American after his 11th place finish in the long jump at the NCAA Indoor Championship. 
He broke a 43-year-old school record in the indoor long jump with a 7.72 meter jump and 
extended his own school record in the triple jump with a 15.01 meter jump. Add in the 
personal best he set in the indoor 60 meter dash with a time of 7.02 seconds, and it’s easy 
to see why McLachlan became the first Loyola athlete to be named Horizon League 
Indoor Track and Field Athlete of the Year. 
 
Randy Hasenbank, head coach of the track and field team, said McLachlan’s impact 
extends beyond the fact that he is an elite athlete. “He is a true student of the sport. His 
maturity shows in [his] calm demeanor and [he] knows how to prepare,” said Hasenbank. 
“Not only is he going to bring big points for us at our conference meet, he also has the 
ability to score in the national meet. That exposure for Loyola is key.” 
 
Since McLachlan brings so much to the table, he is one of the leaders of the track and 
field squad. Fellow team leader Declan Murray, a senior mid-distance runner, explained 
that McLachlan’s ability elevates everyone around him. 
 
“James is always ready to step up to the challenge and take care of business. He is a great 
example to the underclassmen as he shows how important it is to do your job each and 
every day,” Murray said. “He’s shown our teammates that opportunities are very few, and 
it is important to take advantage of them.” 
 
Murray and McLachlan have the added pressure of having to lead by example, but that’s 
something they’ve been able to excel at so far in their careers here at Loyola. They both 
set a great precedent by qualifying for the NCAA Indoor Track Championship last year. 
 
“Just getting a chance to compete against the most elite guys prepared us to be better next 
time around,” Murray said. “We both felt that we could have finished our indoor season 
better, so it gave us a great deal of motivation for the upcoming season.” 
 
Both McLachlan and Murray plan on continuing their assault on Loyola’s record books 
when the indoor track and field season starts with the Laker Early Bird Meet in 
Allendale, Mich. on Nov. 30. 
 
McLachlan mentioned that the hamstring injury he suffered last year is 100 percent 
healed and that one of his goals for this season is to stay healthy so he can compete at 
every meet. 
 
This season, McLachlan wants to continue to anchor the team and qualify for the NCAA 
Championships in both the indoor and outdoor seasons. But down the road, McLachlan 
wants to bring his journey full circle and compete for his home country of England in the 
2016 Rio Olympics. 


